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(54) Oxidation of alcohols mediated by nitroxyl derivatives 

(57) The invention is directed to a process of the 
oxidation of alcohols with the aid of a nitroxyl radical of 
the general formula (I) 
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wherein R 1 , R 2 , R 3 , R 4 , R 5 , R 6 are independent of each 
other (C r C 8 )-alkyl. (C r C 8 )-alkoxy, (C 6 -C 18 )-aryl, (C r 
C^-aralkyl, (C 6 -C 18 )-ai7l-(C r C 8 )-alkyl, (C 3 -C 18 )-het- 
eroaryl, (C 4 -C 19 )-heteroaralkyl, (C 3 -C 18 )-heteroaryl- 
(C r C 8 )-alkyl, (C 3 -C 8 )-cycloalkyl, (C 3 -C 8 )-cycloa!kyl- 
(C r C 8 )-alky1, (C^CsJ-alkyl-CCs-CaJ-cycloalkyl, 
or R 5 and R 6 are bonded together via a (C r C 3 )-alkyl 
chain, which can be substituted by one or more R 1 , 
N[(C r C 8 )-alkyl] 2t (C A -C 6 )-am\6o, (C^eJ-alkyloxy car- 
boxyl, (C 6 -C 18 )-aryloxy carboxyl, nitrile, HaJ, =O f part of 
a polymer, and a co-oxidant. Primary alcohols are oxi- 
dised preferably compared to secondary ones. 
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Description 

[0001] The pres nt invention is directed to a method for the oxidation of alcohols by th aid of a nitroxyl radical in 

the presence of a supported metal catalyst and a co-oxidant. 
5 [0002] The oxidation of alcohols is very comm n among rganic chemical reactions and is well stablished in many 

processes in industry. Especially, this holds true for the oxidation of primary alcohols to aldehydes or carboxylic acids. 

[0003] This oxidation can advantageously be conducted in a catalytic manner. Among known catalytic methods the 

oxidation of alcohols with TEMPO and a co-oxidant became a very attractive tool for organic synthesis (Semmelhack et 

al. J. Am. Chem. Soc., 105 (1983) 4492-4494). The authors used the stable organic nitroxyl radical 2,2,6,6-tetrameth- 
10 ytpiperidine-1-oxyl (TEMPO) as a mediator. The actual oxidant is the nitrosonium ion, which can be synthesised from 

TEMPO by several methods. 

[0004] For example, soluable Fe(lll)-ions oxidise MeO-TEMPO to immonium oxide, which shows good activity for 
the oxidation of benzyl alcohol in two phase system (aqueous phase/acetonitrile or methylene chloride). In this case, 
immonium oxide, which is a kind of ammonium salt, accelerates the reaction by acting as an anion-transport The dis- 

is advantage of this method is that the Fe(l II) was used in stoichiometric conditions, which is not feasible for industrial pur- 
pose in view of pollution and costs (M'ryazawa, T Endo., J. Molec. Catal., 21 (1985) 217-220). 
[0005] Additionally, the nitroxyl radical can be oxidised by cupric salt to the oxo ammonium salt, which oxidises alco- 
hols to the corresponding aldehydes, the hydroxylamine and a protonic acid. The hydroxylamine was in turn easily oxi- 
dised by cupric salts to give a nitroxyl radical. But it was necessary to trap the acid because it inhibits the catalytic 

20 oxidation system. Therefore, cupric hydroxide or pyridine were used as acid-trapping agents, again in stoichiometric 
amounts (M. F. Semmelhack, C. R. Schmid, D. A. Cortes, C. S. Chou., J. Am. Chem. Soc, 106 (1984) 3374-3376; T. 
Miyazawa, T. Endo., J. Molec. Catal., 22 (1985) 357-360). 

[0006] Sulfonic acid, p-toluene sulfonic acid or 1(S)-(+)-camphor-10-sulfonic acid were used to generate the 
oxoammonium salt in methylene chloride as solvent. Thus, a large range of alcohols could be oxidised to the corre- 

25 spondlng aldehydes or ketones. However, alcohols having a p-oxygen are not oxidised by oxo ammonium salts and 
those with a 6-oxygen react slowly. The drawback of this method is the use of an excess of nitroxyl radical and p-sulfonic 
acid (2 moles of nitroxyl radical per mole of alcohol was used) and results in many steps for the purification of the prod- 
ucts (Z. H. Ma, J. M. Bobbftt, J. Org. Chem., 5fi n°21 (1991) 6111-6114; J. A. Cella, J. A. Kelly, E. F. Kenehan., J. Org. 
Chem., 40 n°62 (1975) 1860). Again this process is disadvantage on industrial scale. 

30 [0007] Primary alcohols are quantitatively oxidised to aldehydes under two phase conditions (methylene chloride- 
aqueous sodium hypochlorite) in the presence of catalytic amounts of 4-methoxy-2,2,6,6-tetramethylpiperidine-1-oxyl 
(MeO-TEMPO). Co-catalysis by bromide and buffering of pH at 8,6 with NaHC0 3 are also required (P. L. Anelli, C. Biffi, 
R Montanari, S. Quici., J. Org. Chem., 52 (1987) 2259-2562; T. Inokuchi, S. Matsumoto, T. Nishigama, S. Torii., J. Org. 
Chem.. 55 (1990) 462-466). 

35 [0008] Many authors described a method for the oxidation of primary hydroxyl functions in an aqueous phase. The 
reaction is mediated by TEMPO and hypobromite is used as the regenerating oxidant, which in turn is regenerated by 
hypohalite as oxidant, preferably in the form of a salt, such as: lithium hypochlorite, sodium hypochlorite, potassium 
hypochlorite or calcium hypochlorite (A. E. J. de Nooy, A. C. Besemer, H. Van Bekkum., Reel. Trav. Chim. Pays-Bas., 
113(1 994) 1 65-1 66; A. E. J. de Nooy, A. C. Besemer, Tetrahedron, 51 n° 29 (1 995) 8023-8032; P. S. Chang, J. F. Robyt, 

40 J. Carbohydr. Chem., 1 5(7)(1 996) 81 9-830). 

[0009] More recently, the oxidation of primary hydroxyl groups of polysaccharide mediated by 2,2,6,6-tetrarnethyl- 
piperidine-1-oxyl in water is disclosed in the specification of WO 95/07303 which relates to a process for producing 
completely carboxylated carbohydrates. In this process, carbohydrates having a carbonyl content of at least 75 % were 
oxidised using hypochlorite/bromide system. The amount of hypochlorite solution used was 2-2,4 moles per mole of 

45 monosaccharide unit This clearly shows that the process produces a lot of halogenated salts, which cause some envi- 
ronmental pollution (AOX-waste). 

[0010] The catalytic oxidation process of primary hydroxyl groups cited above has the following disadvantages: 
In two phase systems. 

so 

[0011] 

• (i) the oxidation of alcohol leads to the aldehyde only. 

55 • (ii) the nitroxyl radical and the co-oxidant were used in stoichiometric amount 

• (Hi) many steps for the purification of the products ar required. 



2 



i 



EP 1 086 938 A2 



In aqueous Phas . 
[0012] 

5 • (i) a larg excess of co-oxidant was employed (2 moles and more of hypochlorite solution per mole of substrate). 

• (ii) problems associated with this method are sooner or later, loss of the oxidizing power of the N-oxoammonium 
salts due to the concurrently generated hydrogen peroxide and molecular chlorine (T. Endo, T. Miyazawa, S. Shii- 
hashi, M. Okawara, J. Am. Chem. Soc, 106 (1984) 3877-3878) and an accumulation of halogenated salts and 

1G ACX. 

[0013] The present invention's task is to show another way to catalytically oxidise alcohols by the aid of an nitroxyl 
radical without showing the disadvantages involved in the oxidation procedures mentioned above. 
[0014] This aim is reached by applying a process mentioned in claim 1 . Further claims 2 to 1 8 are directed to pref- 
15 enable embodiments of the instant invention. 

[0015] Through oxidation of alcohols by derivatives of the general formula (I) 



20 




I 



30 wherein R 1 , R 2 , R 3 , R 4 , R 5 , R 6 are independent of each other (CyC e )-a\ky\, (C r C 8 )-alkoxy, (Cg-C^-aryl, (C 7 -C 19 )- 
aralkyl, (C 6 -C 18 )-aryl-(C r Ca)-a!kyl, (C 3 -C 1fl )-heteroaryl, (C 4 -C 19 )-heteroaralkyl, (C 3 -C 18 )-heteroaryl-{C r C 8 )-alkyl, (C3- 
C 8 )-cycloalkyl, (C 3 -C 8 )-cycloalkyl-(C r C 6 )-alkyl, (C r C 8 )-alkyl-(C 3 -C B )-cycloalkyl l 

or R 5 and R 6 are bonded together via a (C^C^-alkyl chain, which can be substituted by one or more R 1 , NftC-j-C^- 
alkyl] 2 , (C r C 8 )-amido, (C^C^-alkyloxy carboxyl, (C 6 -C 18 )-aryloxy carboxyl, nitrite, Hal, =0, part of a polymer, in the 

35 presence of a supported metal catalyst and a co-oxidant, one is able to gain oxidation products without having the draw- 
backs accompanied with the transformations known from the state of the art. Especially, the halogenated waste (AOX) 
and the hyperstoichiometric use of cost-effective and hardly disposable co-oxidants (Fe 3 ^ 2 *) can be omitted. 
[0016] Preferably, a process is applied, wherein R 1 to R 4 of formula (I) are (Cj-C^-alkyl and R 5 and R 6 are bonded 
via a (C r C 3 )-alkyl chain, which can be substituted by one or more R 1 , N[{C r C 8 )-alkyQ2, (C^C^-amido, (C 6 -C 18 )-ary- 

40 loxy, (C r C 8 )-alkyloxy carbonyl, (C 6 -C 18 )-aryloxy carbonyl, nitrile, Hal, =0, part of a polymer (e.g. T. Miyazawa, T. Endo., 
J. Polym. Scien., 23 (1985) 2487-2494). 

[0017] Most preferably R 1 to R 4 are methyl and R 5 and R 6 are bonded via a Chalky! chain. 

[0018] The amount of derivative of formula (I) applied is not critical, it should be used in an amount related to the 
cost-effectiveness of the process. Preferred is a process wherein the derivative of the general formula (I) is used within 
45 the range of 0.01 mol% to 1 0 mo!%, more preferably between 0.1 mol% and 4 mol%, based on the substrate. 

[0019] The process can be conducted with primary and secondary alcohols. According to their reactivity primary 
alcohols are oxidised much faster than secondary ones, which helps the skilled man to discriminate between both 
groups in a manner that primary alcoholic functions can be oxidised selectively in the presence of secondary alcoholic 
groups within the same molecule. However, the alcohol used in the process of the invention preferably comprises a pri- 
se mary alcoholic function. 

[0020] Primary alcoholic residues are normally oxidised to the corresponding carboxytic acids or aldehyde depend- 
ing on if water is used as reaction solvent or an organic medium (A. E. J. de Nony et al., Tetrahedron 1993, 61 ( 8023f). 
[What about synthesising aldehydes?] 

[0021] In a preferred embodiment of the invention the supported metal catalyst comprises metals in an oxidation 
55 stage ±0 or metal oxides. Preferably, as elementary metals are used Silver, Chromium, Palladium , Bismuth, Iron, Vana- 
dium, Copper, Cobalt, Nickel, Molybdenum, Manganese, Ruthenium or Osmium r alloys f the same. In addition, th 
metal oxides used can be MO x with M = Silver, Chromium, Palladium, Bismuth, Iron, Vanadium, Copper, Cobalt, Nickel, 
Molybdenum, Manganese, Ruthenium or Osmium or mixtures of the same or mixed metal oxides of the same. 
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[0022] The support Itself is advantageously made ut of micro or mesoporous mat rials. The micro porous mat rial 
can be derived from zeofitic material and the mesoporous material can be silica, alumina, alumino phosphate, titanium 
oxide or cefite or carbon. The zeolitic material used may be zeolites such as X, L, Y, mordenite, mesoporous materials 
as of the M41-S family (MCM-41, MCM-48, MCM-50) or silica, alumina, amorphous silica-alumina, aluminophosphate, 
5 titanium oxide, zirconium oxide and celite. 

[0023] The ratio of metal to support lies within the range of 0.01 wt% to 60 wt%, preferably between 0.05 wt% to 50 
wt% and more preferably between 0.1 wt% to 30 wt%. 

[0024] The co-oxidant used in this invention has to be strong enough to oxidise the corresponding hydroxylamin of 
formula (I) to the nitrosonlum ion In the presence of the catalyst 

10 [0025] On the other hand it has to be mild enough not to destroy the alcohol to be oxidised. All oxidants with an Eo 
of > 0,3 and less than 2,5 are feasible. Preferably, the co-oxidant is selected from a group consisting of hydrogen per- 
oxide, oxone, ozone, perborate, percarbonate, oxygen, N-methyl morpholine-4-oxid, peroxodisulfate or caroate. 
[0026] The ratio of co-oxidant to substrate is not critical but shall be kept as low as possible for economic and eco- 
logical reasons. Normally, it lies within the range of 1 to 20, preferably between 1-10, more preferably between 1-2, 

is equivalents. 

[0027] The process of the invention is preferably conducted within a solvent More preferably it is carried out in 
water or an organic solvent, most preferably acetone, acetonltrile, benzene, dioxane, diglyme, tetrahydrofurane or water 
or mixtures thereof. 

[0028] If water is part of the solvent the pH shall lie within the range of 2 to 1 2, preferably between 8.5 to 1 0. 
20 [0029] The temperature of the reaction may be selected according to the molecules or reaction conditions applied 
and is not criticaL Normally, it lies within the range of -30 °C to 1 00 °C, preferably between -1 0 °C to 50 °C. 
[0030] The catalyst can be recovered after and can be reused for subsequent oxidation reactions. 
[0031] In proposed mechanism the catalytic system works as exemplified in the following scheme: 

25 r 



30 



35 



40 




45 

[0032] The catalyst reoxidises the hydroxy! amine, formed during the oxidation of the alcohol, to the corresponding 
nitroxyl radical or the corresponding nitrosonlum ion, which subsequently is again able to oxidise an alcohol function. In 
order to dose the cycle, it is important to use a primary co-oxidant to reoxidise the reduced metal (or its equivalent). 
so [0033] The method according to the invention can be used for oxidising primary alcohols of very large range. Poly- 
ols are readily oxidised at the primary hydroxyl groups in preference to the secondary and/or tertiary hydroxyl groups. 



55 
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R' ?H 




O 



5 




OH 



10 



[0034] In particular, the method is suitable for the oxidation of water soluble potyols. The preferred substrate for the 
present oxidation is 1,2-propandiol (FT = Me and R M = H). 

[0035] The method according to the present invention can advantageously be employed for the oxidation of primary 
alcohols. Preferred alcohols are such as: n-butanol, cyclohexanol, cydopentanol, 3-methylcydohexanol, 2-methylcy- 
15 clohexanol, 1-hexanol, 1-butanol, octanol, dodecanol, octanol, (±)-2-norbornane-methanol, (1 R)-(-)-nopo1 ( piperonyl 
alcohol, cinnamyl alcohol, famesol, nerol, geraniol. The more preferred substrates for the present oxidation reaction 
are: 1-butanol and 1-hexanol. 

[0036] The method according to the present invention can be used for the regioselective oxidation of a wide range 
of carbohydrates, if they have primary hydroxyl groups. Examples of carbohydrates include: methyl -a-D-glucopyrano- 
20 side, methyl-p-D-glucopyranoside, octyl-p-D-glucopyranoside, sucrose, dodecyl-D-glucopyranoside, a-D-glucopyrano- 
side-1-(disodium phosphate), a-cc-trehalose. The preferred substrates for the present oxidation are: methyl-a-D- 
glucopyranoside and sucrose and, especially, methyl-cc-D-glucopyranoside. 

[0037] As compared with the conventional processes, the process of the present invention has the following merits: 

25 • extremely high activity and selectivity are obtained in the oxidation of primary alcohol or primary hydroxyl groups 
e.g. in the case of carbohydrates. More particularly, primary hydroxyl groups of methyl-a-D-glucopyranoside are 
oxidised regioselectively in presence of secondary ones, side reactions are diminished, 

• small amounts of nltroxide radical are used (0.1-4 mol% per mol of substrate), 

30 

• the hypochlorite/bromide system used before was replaced by a an environmentally benign catalytic system, 

• the carboxylic acid salts obtained have a high purity, which requires no further purification. 

35 [0038] There come into consideration as (C 1 -C 8 )-alkyl radicals linear or branched methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, isopropyl, 

n-butyl, isobutyl, sec.-butyl, tert. -butyl, pentyl, hexyl, heptyl or octyl, including all their possible isomers. The radical (C r 

C 8 )-alkoxy corresponds to the radical (C 1 -C e )-alkyl, with the proviso that it is bonded to the ring via an oxygen atom. 

(C 3 -C 8 )-cycloalkyl is to be understood as being cyclopropyl, cyclobutyl, cyclopentyl, cyclo hexyl or cyclo heptyl radicals. 

[0039] Hal means fluorine, chlorine, bromine and iodine. 
40 [0040] (C 6 -C 18 )-Aryl denotes arylic species with 6 to 18-C-atoms, like phenyl, naphthyl, phenanthryi. 

(C7-C 19 )-aralkyl are arylic radicals connected via a (C r C 8 )-alkyl radikal with the molecule of respect. 

(C 3 -C 18 )-heteroaryi are arylic molecules in which at least one C-atom is substituted by a heteroatom like N f O, R S. 

Molecules, which come into consideration, are pyrolyl, furyl, pyridyl, imidazolyl, chinolinyl, etc. 

(C 4 -C 19 )-heteroaralkyl are heteroarylic species bonded via a {C v C Q )-a\ky\ radical with the molecule of respect. 
45 (C 1 -C 3 )-alkyl chain represents groups like methenyl, 1,2-ethenyl, 1 ,3-propenyl. 

(C r C 8 )-alkoxy carboxyl is a (C r C 8 )-alkoxy-group bonded via a carboxyl function to the molecule of respect. 

(C 6 -C 18 )-aryloxy carboxyl is a (C 6 -Ci 8 )-aryl-group bonded via a carboxyl function to the molecule of respect 

(C r C 6 )-amido represents a (C r C 8 )-aJkyl radical, which is linked to the molecule in question via a amido group. 

so Examples : 

[0041] The following examples will further illustrate the present invention. 
General description : 

55 

[0042] Experim nts were performed in a thermostated glass batch reactor f 250 ml volume, equrpp d with a con- 
dens r, a thermometer and a magnetic stirrer. The pH was kept constant using a pH-met r (titroline alpha) coupled to 
a pH control unit and an automatic burette (Metrohm 655, 20 ml piston) containing 1 M KOH. 
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Oxidation procedure : 

[0043] A defin d amount of substrat (5 mmol) was dissolved in 100 ml of water. Then 30 mg (0,19 rnmol) of 
TEMPO and 10 mmol of co-oxidant were added. The system was equilibrated at 298 K and pH 9.5. The catalyst was 

5 instantaneously added to the mixture. The pH of the solution during the reaction was kept constant at 9.5 by automatic 
titration with 1 M KOH solution. At the end of the r acti n, the pH-value was adjust d at pH = 8 by adding hydrochloric 
acid to pH 8. Then the catalyst was recovered by filtration, water and TEMPO were removed under vacuum at 313 K. 
The product mixture was dried overnight under vacuum at room temperature. The oxidation degree of the substrate was 
determined by gas chromatography after silylation. 

10 [0044] For silylation, e.g. 1 0 mg of the oxidised sugar was introduced in a gas chromatography tube and 600 mL of 
pyridine was added. The solution was stirred until the mixture was totally solubilised. Then 600 mL of hexamethyldisila- 
zane and 150 mL of trifluoroacetic acid were introduced. The mixture was placed in an oven at 363 K for 30 min. Then 
n-decane was added as the internal standard for quantitative analysis. The products were analyzed by GC SIEMENS 
equipped with capillary column ultra chromapack 25 m length and a flame ionization detector (FID). 

is 

Preparation of the catalysts: 

- Metal-supported on AI2O3 , AIPO4 and NaY 

20 [0045] Ag-Na-Y, Ag-AIP0 4 and Ag-AlgOa were prepared by incipient wetness impregnation. To a solution contain- 
ing the support (1 0 g), silver nitrate was added. The mixture was stirred during 1 5 h and then filtrated, washed and dried 
overnight at 373 K. Then, the catalyst was calcined under air at 773 K during 6 h. The composition of the catalysts was 
determined by Inductive Coupled Plasma (ICP) after dissolution of the solids. The specific BET surface and average 
pore diameter were obtained from the adsorption isotherms of nitrogen at 77 K, using micromeritrics automatic volum- 
es eter. The samples were first evacuated at 473 K for 16h. The results are reported in Table 1. 



Table 1: Characterisations of the catalysts. 



30 


Catalyst /support 


Ag (wt %) a) 


Surface area 
(n^.g" 1 ) 


Pore diameter 
! < <f> > A b) 




AI2O3 








35 


A 


1.1 


253 


65 




B 


2.0 


247 


65 




C 


2.8 


249 


64 


40 


D 


5.0 


241 


64 1 




NaY 


5,8 


573 


< 12 




E 


45 


AlPO« 


4,5 


41 


20«j)<40 




F 





a) determined by ICP-AES 

b) determined by BJH-Method 



55 - Preparation of the silver carbonate on celite 

[0046] The supporting material celite is purifi d by washing with methanol containing 1 0 % concentrat d hydrochlo- 
ric add, and then with distilled water until the mother liquor was neutral. Then the material was dried at 393 K. 
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[0047] Toam chajiically stirr d solution of silver nitrat (1 ,85 mmol, 0,31 g) in distilled water (100 ml) purified celite 
(10 g) is added. To the stirred suspension, a solution of potassium hydrogen carbonate (0,15 g) in distilled water (100 
ml) is slowly added. After complet addition, stirring is continued for a further 1 0 min. A yellow-green precipitate formed 
is collected by filtration and dried under reduced pressure on a rotary evaporator for several hours. The catalyst con- 
5 tains 0,17 mmol of silver per gram of celite (0,088 mmol of Ag 2 C0 3 per gram of reagent). The same procedure was 
repeated for another percentage of silver (See Table 2). 



Table 2 





Catalyst Q 


Catalyst H 


AgN0 3 (g) 


0,31 


11,34 


NaHC0 3 (g) 


0,15 


5,6 


mmol Aq 2 CO^ g celite 


0,086 


1 


Ag a > (wt%) 


2 


32 



a >: datarmined by JCP-AES 



20 - Others catalysts: 

[0048] M-Na-Y or M-Al 2 0 3 catalysts with M = Cu, Co, V, Mn, Ni, Fe, Bi, Pd, and/or Ru were prepared by impregna- 
tion at room temperature. Bimetallic catalysts Ag-Cu and Ag-Co were also prepared. The composition of the catalysts 
was determined by Inductive Coupled Plasma (ICP) after dissolution of the solids. The results are reported in Tabl 3. 

25 



Table 3 



Catalysts 


Name 


Metal (wt%) 


Surface area (m 2 .g~ 1 ) 


Ag 2 0 


I 






Cu-Y 


J 


1.5 


495 


Co-Y 


K 


1.5 


620 


V-Y 


L 


3.0 


293 


Mn-Y 


M 


1.5 


460 


Cu-Al 2 0 3 


N 


5.0 


203 


Ni-Al 2 0 3 


O 


3.8 


228 


Mn-Al 2 0 3 


P 


3.3 


218 


Co-AI 2 0 3 


R 


3.2 


209 


Co-rAI 2 0 3 *> 


S 


4.2 




a-Fe/Bi-AI 2 0 3 


T 


0.9 and 5.3 


126 


Pd/Ag-Al 2 0 3 


U 






Ru-Al 2 0 3 


V 


1.2 


243 


[AgCuJO 


w 


54 




[AgCo]Q 


X 


59 





^obtained by calcination of catalyst R at 1073 K under air. 



- Physico-chemical characterisation 

55 

[0049] The composition of th catalysts was determin d by Inductive Coupled Plasma (I.C.P) after dissolution of 
the solids. The specific BET surfac and av rage pore diameter were obtain d from the ads rption isotherms of nitro- 
gen at 77 K, using micromeritrics automatic volumeter. The samples were first evacuated at 473 K for 16 h. X-Ray dif- 
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fraction study was performed on SIEMENS 5000 instrument equipped with Cu lamp (X ^ = 1 .54 A). Th spectra were 
recorded from 29 = 5° to 26 = 1 00°. 

[0050] The amount of acidic sites was determined by programmed temp nature d sorption TPD of ammonia. On 
samples previously calcined at 673 K under Helium flow (over night). The ammonia was adsorbed during 15 min at 373 
5 K. The temperature was increased using a ramp of 10 °C/mins to 1073 K. The des rbed ammonia was titrated by HCI 
(0.025 M) using a special titrometer coupled to a pH control unit and an automatic burette containing th acid. During 
the desorption, temperature, pH and HCI consumption were recorded. 

Example 1: 

10 

[0051] Methyl-a-D-glucopyranoside (0,97 g, 5 mmol) was dissolved in 100 ml water. Then 30 mg (0,19 mmol) of 
TEMPO and 2,28 g (10 mmol) of ammonium peroxodisulfate were added. The system was equilibrated at 298 K and 
pH 9,5 under vigorous stirring (1000 rpm). Then 500 mg of catalyst A was added to the mixture (time zero). The pH of 
the reaction was kept constant at 9,5 by automatic titration with 1 M KOH solution. 
is [0052] For comparison, catalyst A and ammonium peroxodisulfate were replaced by catalyst I (10 mmol, 2,31 g). 
At the end of the reaction, the pH-value was adjusted to 8 by adding hydrochloric acid. 

[0053] Then the catalyst was recovered by filtration, water and TEMPO were removed under vacuum at 31 3 K. The 
product mixture was dried overnight under vacuum at room temperature. The oxidation degree was determined by gas 
chromatography after silylation. The results are reported in table 4. 

20 



Tabie 4 



Oxidation of methyl-a-D-glucopyranoside over silver cata- 




lysis. 




Catalyst 


Conversion (%) 


Selectivity (%.mol) 


catalyst I (0.5) 


49 


95 


catalyst A (108) 


70 


97 


pH= 9,5, 298 K, oc-M DG/TEM PO= 26 (mol), 


( ):is the molar ratio between the substrate and silver 



[0054] The selectivity of the catalyst for the oxidation of methyl-a-D-glucopyranoside to methyi-a-D-glucopyranosi- 
35 durante acid is very good. The oxidation was found to be stoichiometric, when catalyst I is used in absence of peroxo- 
disulfate. The silver oxide was reduced to metallic silver. 

[0055] Using catalyst A in combination with peroxodisulfate, with a molar ratio a-MDG to Ag of 108, a very high 
selectivity to methykx-D-glucopyrasiduronic acid 97 % is obtained at a conversion of 70 %. In this new procedure the 
silver works as a catalyst 

40 

Example 2: 

[0056] Example 1 was repeated, except that the ratio of peroxodisulfate to a-MDG was varied. The effect of the 
amount of peroxodisulfate on the catalytic properties of Ag-Al 2 0 3 is shown in Figure 1 . With a molar ratio of peroxodi- 
45 sutfate:ot-MDG close to 2, a selectivity of 99 % at a conversion of approximately 80 mol.% is obtained. 

Example 3; 

[0057] Example 1 was repeated except that the percentage of silver was varied: 1,2,3, and 5 wt%, respectively. 
so Applying a molar ratio of a-MDG:peroxodisuifate:TEMPO of 1 :2:0.1 . The result is shown in Figure 2. 

[0058] a-MDG oxidation is very low in absence of silver around 7% conversion. Whereas, the conversion increases 
with silver percentages and reaches a plateau at 78 % conversion with a selectivity of 99 % to methyl-a-D-glucopyrasi- 
duronic acid. 

55 Example 4: 

[0059] Example 1 was repeated, xcept that the catalyst A was treated with carbonate, using a m lar ratio of car- 
bonate-silver of 0,5. In Figure 3, the conversion as a function of reaction time is demonstrated for the parent catalyst A 
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and for catalyst A-C0 3; The initial rate increases by a factor of 1 0 in the case of catalyst A-C0 3 .This result can be inter- 
preted by the fact that in presence of carbonate, the charge density on silver decreases and more Lewis acid sites are 
created. This hyp thesis was verified by TPD of ammonia (Figure 4). 

5 Example 5: 

[0060] a-MDG was oxidized in the presence of 500 mg of catalyst E (containing 5.8 wt% of silver) in the same man- 
ner as in example 1 . The a-MDG conversion was 74 % with a selectivity of 99 mol.% to methyl -a-D-glucopyrasiduronic 
acid. 

10 

Example 6: 

[0061] a-MDG was oxidized in the presence of 500 mg of freshly prepared catalysts G and H containing different 
amounts of silver carbonate. The reaction was carried out in the same manner as described in example 1. The results 
15 are shown in Table 5. 



Table 5 



20 





Catalyst G 


Catalyst H 


mmol AggCCty g cellte 


0,088 


1 


Conversion {%) 


51 


90 


Selectivity (mol.%) 


99 


99 



25 

Example 7; 

[0062] Various supported metal catalysts were used for the oxidation of methyl-a-D-glucopyranoside using the fol- 
lowing conditions: methyl-ct-D-glucopyranoside (0,97 g, 5 mmol) was dissolved in 100 ml water. Then 30 mg of TEMPO 

30 and (2,28 g, 1 0 mmol) of ammonium peroxodisulfate were added. The system was equilibrated at 298 K and pH 9,5 
under vigorous stirring (1 000 rpm). Then 500 mg of supported metal catalysts and/or mixed oxides were added to the 
mixture (time zero). The pH of the reaction was kept constant at 9,5 by automatic titration with 1 M KOH solution. At the 
end of the reaction, the mixture was neutralised by adding hydrochloric acid to a pH 8. Then the catalyst was recov red 
by filtration, water and TEMPO were removed under vacuum at 313 K. The product mixture was dried overnight under 

35 vacuum at room temperature. The oxidation degree was determined by gas chromatography after sifyiation. The results 
are shown in Table 6. 



Table 6 



40 


Catalysts 


Conversion (%) 


Selectivity (mol.%) 




B 


78 


99 




E 


74 


99 


45 


F 


24 


86 




J 


28 


99 




K 


60 


99 




L 


15 


99 


50 


M 


10 


99 




N 


24 


99 




O 


O 




55 


P 


19 


99 




R 


21.5 


99 




S 


12 


97 



9 



EP 1 086 938 A2 



Table 6 (continued) 



Catalysts 


Conversion (%) 


Sel ctivrty (mol.%) 


T 


18.7 


97 


ii 






V 


5 


97 


w 


60 


95 


X 


65 


96 



Example 6; 

[0063] The catalyst W with 54wt% silver was used in two successive oxidation runs with a fresh charge of methyl - 
15 a-D-glucopyranoside, peroxocfisulfate and TEMPO solution. The reaction was carried out in the same conditions as 
d scribed in the example 7. The results are shown in Table 7. 



Table 7 



20 



Number of repetition 


Conversion (%) 


Selectivity (mol.%) 


1 


60 


95 


2 


60 


95 



Example 9; 

[0064] 1 ,2-propandiol (0,38 g, 5 mmol) was dissolved in 100 ml water. Then 30 mg of TEMPO and (2,28 g, 10 
mmoi) of ammonium peroxocfisulfate were added. The system was equilibrated at 298 K and pH 9,5 under vigorous stir- 
30 ring (1 000 rpm). Then 500 mg of catalyst D was added to the mixture (time zero). The pH of the reaction was kept con- 
stant at 9,5 by automatic titration with 1 M KOH solution. 

[0065] At the end of the reaction, the pH-value was adjusted to 8 by adding hydrochloric acid. Then the catalyst was 
recovered by filtration, water and TEMPO were removed under vacuum at 31 3 K. The product mixture was dried over- 
night under vacuum at room temperature. The oxidation degree was determined by gas chromatography after silylation. 
35 [0066] At the end of the reaction, the selectivity of the lactic acid is 75 mol.% at 90 % conversion of 1 ,2-propandiol. 

Example 10; 

[0067] Example 9 was repeated except that the catalyst D was replaced by Ag-carbonate on celite, catalyst H, con- 
40 taining 1mmol Ag 2 C03/g celite. At the end of the reaction, the selectivity of the lactic acid is 60 mol.% at 75 % conver- 
sion of the 1 ,2-propandiol. 

Example 11 ; 

45 [0068] Example 1 0 was repeated except that the ammonium peroxodisulfate was replaced by oxone (1 0 mmoi, 3g) . 
At the end of the reaction, the selectivity of the lactic acid is 99 mol.% at B % conversion of the 1 ,2-propandiol, 

Example 12 : 

so [0069] Example 9 was repeated except that the catalyst D was replaced by catalyst E containing 5.8 wt % silver. At 
the end of the reaction, the selectivity of the lactic acid is 64 mol.% at 60 % conversion of the 1 ,2-propandiol. 

Example 13; 

55 [0070] Example 1 2 was repeated except that the ammonium peroxodisulfate was replaced by oxone (1 0 mmol, 3g). 
At the end of the reaction, the selectivity of the lactic acid is 55 mol.% at 1 8 % conversi n of the 1 ,2-propandiol. 
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Claims - 

1 . Process for the oxidation of alcohols by derivatives of the general formula (I) 

5 




I 

is 

wherein R 1 , R 2 , R 3 , R 4 , R 5 , R 6 are independent of each other (C r Ce)-alkyl p (C r C 8 )-aikoxy, (C 6 -C 18 )-aryl, (Cy- 
C 19 )-aralkyl, (C 6 -C 18 )-aryl-(C r C 8 )-alkyl, (C3-C 18 )-heteroaryl, (C^C^-heteroaralkyl, (Ca-CteJ-heteroaryHCt-Ce)- 
alkyl, (C 3 -C 8 )-cycloalkyl, (C 3 -C 8 )-cycloalkyl-(C 1 -C 8 )-alkyl, (C 1 -C 8 )-alkyl-(C 3 -C 8 )-cycloaikyl, or R 5 and R 6 are 
20 bonded together via a (C 1 -C 3 )-alkyl chain, which can be substituted by one or more R 1 , NftCj-cy-alkylk (C 1 -C 8 )- 
amido, (C r C e )-alkyloxy carboxyl, (C 6 -C 18 )-aryloxy carboxyl, nitrile, Hal, =0, part of a polymer, 
in the presence of a supported metal catalyst and a co -oxidant. 

2. Process according to claim 1 , 

25 wherein R 1 to R 4 are (C^C^-alky! and R 5 and R 6 are bonded via a (C 1 -C 3 )-alkyl chain, which can be substituted 
by one or more R 1 , N[(C v C e )-a\ky\] 2 , (Cj -C 8 )-amido, (Ct-C^-alkyloxy carboxyl, (C 6 -C 18 )-aryloxy carboxyl nitrile, 
Hal, =0, part of a polymer. 

3. Process according to claim 1 and/or 2, 

30 wherein R 1 to R 4 are methyl, R 5 and R 6 are bonded via a C 3 -alkyl chain. 

4. Process according to one or more of claims 1 to 3, 

wherein the derivative of the general formula (I) is used within the range of 0.01 mol% to 10 mol%, preferably 
between 0.1 mol% and 4 mol%, based on the substrate 

35 

5. Process according to one or more of claims 1 to 4, 

wherein the alcohol used comprises a primary alcoholic function. 

6. Process according to claim 5, 

40 wherein the alcohol is oxidised to the corresponding carboxyl ic acid. 

7. Process according to claim 1 , 

wherein the supported metal catalyst comprises metals in an oxidation stage ±0 or metal oxides. 

45 8. Process according to claim 7, 

wherein the metals used are Silver, Chromium, Palladium , Bismuth, Iron, Vanadium, Copper, Cobalt, Nickel, 
Molybdenum, Manganese, Ruthenium or Osmium or alloys of the same. 

9. Process according to claim 7, 

so wherein the metal oxides used are MO x with M = Silver, Chromium, Palladium, Bismuth , Iron. Vanadium, Copper, 
Cobalt, Nickel, Molybdenum, Manganese, Ruthenium or Osmium or mixtures of the same or mixed metal oxides of 
the same. 

1 0. Process according to one or more of claims 1 to 9, 

55 wherein the support used is micro or mesoporous materials. 

11. Proc ss according to daim 10, 

wherein the micro porous material can be derived from zeolitic material and the mesoporous material can be silica, 
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alumina, amorphous silica-alumina, alumino ph sphate, titanium oxide or celite or carbon. 

12. Process according to one or more of claims 1 to 1 1 , 

wherein the ratio of metal to support lies within the range of 0.05 wt% to 50 wt%. 

5 

13. Process according to on or more of claims 1 to 12, 

wherein the co-oxidant is selected from the group consisting of hydrogen peroxide, oxone, ozone, perborate, per- 
carbonate, oxygen, N-methyl morpholine-4-oxid, peroxodisulfate or caroate. 

10 14. Process according to one or more of claims 1 to 13, 

wherein the ratio of co-oxidant to substrate lies within the range of 1 to 20, preferably between 1 -1 0, equivalents. 

15. Process according to one or more of claims 1 to 14, 

wherein the reaction is carried out in water or an organic solvent, preferably acetone, acetonitrile, benzene, diox- 
75 ane, digtyme, tetrahydrofurane or mixtures thereof. 

16. Process according to claim 15, 

wherein if water is part of the solvent the pH lies within the range of 2 to 12, preferably between 8.5 to 10. 

20 17. Process according to one or more of claims 1 to 16, 

wherein the temperature of the reaction lies within the range of -30 °C to 1 00 °C, preferably between -1 0 °C to 50 
°C. 

18. Process according to one or more of the preceding claims, 
25 wherein the catalyst is recovered after and is reused for subsequent oxidations. 



30 
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Fig . 1 : 
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Fig. 3: 




Fig . 4 : 
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wherein R 1 . R 2 R 3 . R 4 . R s , R 6 are independent of each 
other (C^gJ-alkyl, (CVCaJ-alkoxy, (C 6 -C 18 )-aryl, (C 7 - 
C 19 )-aralkyl, (C 6 -C 18 )-aryl-(C r C e )-alkyl, (c4-C 18 )-het- 
eroaryl, (C 4 -C 19 )-heteroaralkyl, (C 3 -C 18 )-heteroaryl- 
(C r C 8 )-alkyl, (C 3 -C 8 )-cycloalkyl, (C 3 -C e )-cycloalkyl- 
(C r C 8 )-alkyl, (CrCaValkyHCa-CaJ-cycloalkyl, 
or R 5 and R 6 are bonded together via a (C^-C^-alkyl 
chain, which can be substituted by one or more R 1 , 
NKCi-CaJ-alkylte, (CVCaJ-amido, (C, -C 8 )-alkyloxy car- 
boxyl, (C 6 -C 18 )-aryloxy carboxyl, nitril , Hal, =O p part of 
a polymer, and a co-oxidant. Primary alcohols are oxi- 
dised preferably compared to secondary ones. 
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